QA-95
Bordlington late 18th century
Centreville vicinity

Private

Bordlington is an excellent example of the large
brick houses that were built by the more prominent

. local families in the latter half of the 18th century.
. The east facade is a magnificant example of glazed

header Flemish bond brickwork. The striated banding
on the gable ends, executed in three-course bond with
all of the headers glazed, is a relatively unusual
feature that may be found on half-a-dozen houses

in the central Eastern Shore. Also of interest are
the partially expressed chimneys, which corbel back
into the wall in the upper gables.

Interior details of interest include much of the

" original woodwork, all of the first floor mantels,

and most of the original doors. The floor plan is
an unusual variation of the center hall floor plan
with an open stair hall at the rear of the house.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bordlington is located on Little Eagle Road,
about three miles southeast of Centreville. The
house is sited on high ground overlooking a small
stream which meanders to the northwest and eventually
empties inte Old Mill Stream Branch. A cluster
of farm buildings lies to the north of the house
on lower ground.

This is a very large, imposing brick house.

It is two stories high, five bays wide and two
rooms deep, with a low-pitched gable roof. Of
particular note is the brickwork on the east facade
and the north and south gables. On the east facade,
this consists of Flemish bond with all glazed
headers above a plain Flemish bond foundation.

A square-section watertable and a two-course
Flemish bond belt course are carried across the
facade. The gable ends are laid in three-course
bond, with all of the headers glazed. This

creates a series of dark bands, similar to the
nearby C. C. Harper farm (QA-11). The foundation
is laid in random common bond, and the watertable
is carried completely across both gables. Also

of note are the paired chimneys on each gable.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTIHUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

These project about 8 inches from the gable wall up

to the\level of the second fleoor eave, and. then corbel

:
in flush to the wall. They are then carried up

flush with the upper gable, and corbel together in
the attic to form one chimney, which emerges from the
center of the gable peak at each end of the house.
This same feature was apparently relatively common in
the central Eastern Shore during the second half of
the 18£h century. Other local exampléé include

120 Scuth Commerce Street in Centreville (QA-151) and
Bachelor's Hope (QA-224). It is interesting to note

two unusual construction details that are employed

here. The belt course is carried around the corner

- from the front and rear facade and is stopped against

the projecting chimneys, but is not carried. on across
the gable as the watertable is. Also, the windows
directly to the east of the rear (west) chimneys

are butted up against the chimney, with the chimney

forming one jamb of the window. This is clearly

" made necessary by the interior plan, and may also be

- found cn the north gable of 120 South Commerce Street,

The rear facade is laid in Flemish bond without

glazed headers above a Flemish bond foundation.
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CONTINUATION SHEEY

7.2 DESCRIPTION

The watertable and belt course are both carried across
this facade. ‘

The principal facade faces east, éverlooking the
wooded streambed bhelow. The.entranée is located in
the center bay with two nine—over—nine‘windbws on either
side. Three-light cellar windows are located below
each first floor window. The second floor windows
are nine—over~nin&} All'first and second floér openings
have flat brick jack arches, while the cellariwindows
have segmental arches. The two north bays of this
facade have been covered by a one-story kitchen addition,
and the front door is protected by a screen porch.
The ofiginal modillion block cornice remains intact.

The north géble is dominated‘by the paired chimneys,
The fenestration\is not symmetrical, with a single
ninemoyermnine window to the left of the east chimney
ag@ tweo nine-over-nine windéws between the chimneys
on each floor. There aré ne apenings to the right
of the west chimney. There afé\three three-light
windows, directly below the firékkfloor windows, and
a single foﬁr»cver~faur window is\iocated in the
center of the uppei gable. The rakeboards are tapered

and have a molded lower edge and a crown mold along

prere—
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.3 DESCRIPTION

the upper.edge.
The west or rear facade is similar to the front
- facade, with a central door flanked byvfour nine-over-nine
windows on the—fifst fleoor, five nine-over-nine
windows in the second floor, and four three~light cellar
windows. Two of the first floor windows and all of the
second floor windows.fetain the original rusticated .
wooden lintels with a raised keystone in the center.
The door surround consists of a molded backband with
crqssetteé and a molded entablature hood. Traces
remain of a cne~story porch that once covered the ceﬁter
three bays of this facade. It had Doric columns,
and probably dated to the late 1%th or early 20th century.
The squth gable is similar to the north gable, with
several minor differences. There is a bulkhead entrance
to the cellar at the west end of the south gable, and
the four~over-four sash in the gable window has been
;eplaced with a new six-light casement. The rakeboards

have also been replaced,

~

The interior is arranged in a modified version
of the center hall plan. Basically it is a relatively
standard variation, with the front (east) rooms larger

than the rear rooms. In this case, however, the plan
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

has been further modified, with the rear room on the

-north side reduced in size to allow an L-shaped hall

with the stairway located in an open stairhall on

the west facade;

The front room on the south side of the hall
was probably the most formal room, with the southwest
and northeast roems'snging as parlour and dining rooﬁ,
and the small room in the northwest corner probably
serving as a library or a'sleeping chamber.

- The southeast room retains much of the oeriginal
interior woodwork. The mantel consists of a crossettéd
surround supporting a heavily molded sheif with a
modillion block architrave. Both the chairrail and
the baseboard are molded, and the splayed window
openings are.embellisheé with raised baneling below
the sill and.a molded architrave. The present cornice
in this room is modern. *

A large opening with double paneled doors allow5 .
frée access between the southeast roon and the southwest
room. These doors are not orlglnal, however, and appgar
to date to the early 19th century., RThe mantel in the
southwest room is relatively Smele consisting of a
mold€a bcard surround. The baseboard is also molded,

and one section of criginal chairrail remains. The
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

windows on the west wall of this room have interior
raised panel shutters which fit into recesses in the

jambs on each side.

The stair rises along the north wall of the stair

hall to a landing, then rises along the exterior wall

to a second landing before turning and rising to the

second floor. It is an open string stair, with square

newels with molded caps and sqguare ballusters. Scrolled

brackets decorate the carriage piece,‘and raised
paneling and a molded chairrail fill the space
below the carriage.
.The northeast room is now used as a kitchen,
but molded basebpard and an ornate mantel similar
ota the southeast parlour mantel indicate this Qas
originally a relétively formal room. The small
northwest room also retains its original mantel, a
simple board surround similar to that found in the
southwest room.
The second;floor plan appears to be similar
to the first floor, but was not\examiﬂed.
A émall enclosed stair off tgg secoend floor hall
allows access to the attic. Although quite large,

the attic was never used as living space.

3 . <
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7.6 DESCRIPTION

The roof framing consists of a principal rafter
roof with pﬁrlins mortised into the principalé and
common raftérs noﬁched aﬁer the purlins and running
continuously from false plate to ridge. Each principal
is supported by a pair of queen posts joined by a
heavy collar beam and reinforced with angled braces
between the cueen post and the principal rafter,

The principals are mortised-and-tenoned at the ridge,
and a 1 x 5 riége board funs between each pair of
principal rafters, This board is held En placé at

each end by a pocket formed with three pieces of
one~inch board nailed to tﬁe principals with'wrought
na’ls. The common rafters are mitred and butted against
the ridge board. The purlins are not continuous, but

are mortised into\the-principals, and are offset to
reduce strain. The rcof pitch is 26.5 degrees.
Also of interest in the attic is the original

ladder used to climb up through a hatch to the roof. °

The hatch framing is still in place, but the ladder has

\,
AN

been taken down, and remains stofed in the attic. The
\

carriage pieces of the ladder have rebates to hold the

treads and are beaded.

The cellar originally had an interior entrance

‘below the stairs in the first floor hall, as well as

r—

)
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7.7 DESCRIPTION

the exterior bulkhead entrance on the‘@outh gable.
The interior stair has been removed, however, Thé
cellar is divided by brick partition walls into four
rooms. The two south-rmaﬁs corfespond to the south
rooms on the first floor, but the two north rooms
are larger, and also include the area below the
first.floor hall. The foundation is laid in rough
fieldstone below ground level, and the chimney bases
.have relieving érches with recesses., The interior
doorways have beaded frames with the original red
paint still exposedp All had doors, but these are
now gone. The ceiling joists are pit-sawn from hewn
logs. They average 3 x 10, and are laid parallel to
“the gable on lB—inch centers. The butt ends are

set in pockets in the masonry walls and rest on

one-inch wood plates embedded in the Masronry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bordlington is an excellent example of the

large brick houses that were built by the more

prominant local families in the latter half of the

eighteenth century.

The east facade is a magnificent

example of glazed header Flemish bond brickwork.

The striated banding on the gable ends, executed

glazed, is

in three-~course bond with all of the headers

a relatively unusual feature that may

be found on half a dozen houses in the central

shore.

Also of interest are the partially

expressed chimneys, which corbel back into the

wall in the upper gables.

Interior details of interest include much of

the original woodwork, all of the first floor

mantels, and most of the original doors.

plan is an
floor plan
the house.

the beaded

The floor

unusual variation of the center hall
with an open stair hall at the rear of
Other features worthy of attention are

cellar door frames with the original

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

paint still exposed and the original ladder to the
roof, which remains in the attic. The roof itself
is an exceptionally well preserved exanmple of a
gueen post trﬁss fbof with a ridge board, a feature

not generally found in the 18th century.

Q
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QA -05 BORDLUINGTON .
‘ CENTEZVILLE., MNMAERYLAND MARCH 24, 1978,
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